Acute renal failure.
Acute renal failure is divided into its classic parts: prerenal azotemia, postrenal azotemia (obstruction), and renal azotemia (including acute tubular necrosis). The division of acute tubular necrosis into the ischemic and toxic varieties is supplemented by an analysis of toxic varieties into those caused by antibiotics, radiologic contrast agents, chemotherapeutic-immunosuppressive agents, heavy metals, organic solvents, etc. Acute tubular necrosis caused by hemoglobin and myoglobin is described in detail. The importance of urinalysis and the urinary indices in distinguishing prerenal azotemia from acute tubular necrosis is stressed. Finally, current prognosis and treatment are reviewed.